File No. 9110297 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
FIREFIGHTER DEAN NELIGAN 


Interview Date: December 11, 2001 


Transcribed by Maureen McCormick 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 11, 2001. The time is 12:07 p.m. I'm 

Chief Robert Burns, New York City Fire Department, 

conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER NELIGAN: Firefighter Dean 

Neligan, Engine 262. 

Q. This is in regards to the events of September 
11, 2001. 

If you would, Dean, just tell us in your own 
words what happened that day. 

A. Well, about at 8:45 that morning, the first 
plane hit the trade center, which came on the TV. We 
were all in the kitchen. We being located in Long 
Island City, we knew we'd be going over to Manhattan, 
whether to the trade center or relocation, so we more 
or less got ready to go. 

I believe at 9:02 we got a ticket in, which 
sent us to the entrance to the Midtown Tunnel, so we 
proceeded to the Midtown Tunnel. 

In the process of going to the Midtown 
Tunnel, the second plane hit, which we were not aware 
of. There was no communication on the rig of a second 
plane hitting the second tower. 


We actually were at our staging area for what 


Neligan 


seemed to be 30 to 40 minutes waiting for them to close 
down the Midtown Tunnel and the Westside Highway, 
apparently set up a route for us to proceed through. 

We were probably about a dozen rigs, all from the Long 
Island City area. 

As we started going through -- as we actually 
staged there, then we heard word that the Pentagon was 
hit, and there was a second plane that hit the second 
tower. 

As we started through the tunnel, is 
apparently when the first tower came down, because we 
heard a chauffeur in his rig saying there's been a 
collapse. He was stuck in his rig. He didn't say it 
was the tower that came down. I assumed it was some 
sort of facade that came down, not realizing it was the 
whole tower. 

We then proceeded to go through the tunnel, 
made our way to the Westside Highway, one rig after the 
other. We parked on the Westside Highway. We 
proceeded down the Westside Highway towards the towers, 
not knowing the first tower was down. 

We made it to Vesey and West and more or less 
paused there looking for some sort of direction, 


because there was no command post. There was nobody 
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more or less giving directions on where to go, what to 
do. 

At that point, I looked up. I saw the second 
tower. I said to one of the brothers with me, that 
it's so smoky, you can't even see the first tower, not 
even Knowing the first tower was down to the ground. 

From our angle, the second tower was closest 
to us, so between the tower being behind that one and 
the smoke, I just assumed you couldn't see it from the 
smoke. 

As we were staged at Vesey and West is when 
the second tower began to come down. At that point, I 
thought it was just the top of the building coming 
down, the antenna. Didn't make a move initially. Then 
everybody started making a move for safety. I 
proceeded to follow. 

I was able to duck in behind an ESU unit, 
which was about 20 or 30 yards back down the Westside 
Highway, got behind that, was involved in the coverage 
and the darkness, which seemed about five to six, seven 
minutes, and then the area cleared. 

There was a parking lot on the right of us 
that was about 20 cars on fire. We stretched a line 


off of 220's rig, which was parked right there and 
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proceeded to operate trying to put out the car fires 
because of the tremendous amount of black smoke that 
was coming back towards us at the Westside Highway. 

We operated there for about an hour, 
hour-and-a-half with whatever little water we could get 
and no tools. 

At that point, we then proceeded back to our 
rig, which was back at the walkway further east behind 
us, and then more or less we just stayed there for many 
hours waiting for instructions. 

Q. When you were there, when the second tower 
came down, did you see any rigs that you could identify 
or any people? 

A. Not offhand. There were rigs parked one 
after the other along the Westside Highway, and where I 
ducked in was near this ESU unit, police vehicle, and 
then 220's rig happened to be there that we could 
stretch a line off. 

First I found my officer. Then we proceeded 
to find two other members from our unit, which were a 
little further back, and then we started operating at 
the -- in the lot with the car fires. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Thanks, Dean. That 


concludes our interview. It's 2:12 p.m. 


